Rome, March 17, 2008

Next Tuesday the authoritative American Jewish Community will “crown” Giancarlo Elia Valori
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The success of an international Italian man
There are great expectations in New York for the arrival of Giancarlo Elia Valori, President of Sviluppo del Mediterraneo SpA and Sviluppo Lazio SpA who, on Tuesday evening, will officially take the Chair for Peace at the Rabbi Arthur Schneier Center of International Affairs of the Yeshiva University, the prestigious private university of the American Jewish Community. 

This significant ceremony will be attended by many influential personalities including the Rabbi Schneier, the President of the Anti-defamation League, Abraham Foxman, the Italian Ambassador to Washington, Gianni Castellaneta, together with representatives of the Jewish political, diplomatic, cultural and financial circles in New York, who have always been particularly interested in what Valori has to say. In fact, in spite of his many demanding institutional commitments, he is able to tirelessly perform his managerial tasks without neglecting his “mission” as “Champion of Peace”. His activity is performed in many sectors of cultural and social life and is developed also with the publication of well-appreciated essays and books. His last book, entitled “Holocaust” and published in Chinese, has sold 5 million copies.

While reading his books - so rich in food for thought - you clearly feel the need to rediscover a new humanism in society, regardless of ethnic groups, with a view to achieving the goal of establishing relations between peoples based on peace, love and solidarity.

This New York Chair for Professor Valori is nothing new, since it is the last one in the long list of prestigious academic Chairs including the one at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 1995 and at the Beijing University in 2005. As a man championing non-violence, he has always been in the forefront to fight for the protection of human life and peace all over the world – values that he defends and supports vigorously without any ideological bias. In this connection, it is worth recalling what the then French Ambassador to Rome said about Valori in 1992, while awarding him the “Legion d’Honneur” for special merits on behalf of President Mitterand: <strong><em>“He is a man who is able to look also well beyond his own borders to understand the world, but he is also a genuine European man who does not forget that Europe is also his own country and that all peoples’ future can be shaped through the development of each and everyone of us”.</em></strong>
It is worth recalling those merits, which led him to be bestowed that prestigious honour. It was said that in 1987, thanks to his mediation with the then President of North Korea, Kim Il Sung, Professor Valori succeeded in obtaining the release of three French citizens of Jewish origin who had been imprisoned by the Ezbollah guerrillas, even though, at that time, diplomatic relations had been interrupted. After many years of “mandatory” silence imposed by state secrecy, Giancarlo Elia Valori’s “skills and charisma” were bound to be appreciated and recognized in Paris (and not only in France!), since his personal qualities are matched by his awareness of having a duty to perform.  

His duty is kindled by the marvellous example of his mother Emilia - who died twenty years ago - a woman who always lived by loving and protecting the persecuted Jews, as well as by protecting peace and human rights.

Hence, Giancarlo Elia Valori, as “Champion of Peace and Human Rights” is a new guarantee to ensure the promotion of the culture of peace all over the world. And history will be bound to remember him!
